COOPERATIVE COMMONWEALTH             187
coal and wood which they took by force from the Common-
wealth barges in the river. They next seized the arsenals
at Greenwich and Norwich, carried off a great number of
repeating rifles and ammunition, and destroyed all the rest.
The cooperators of London, being taken unawares and
being prepared only to cope with the city monopolists, who
had been disarmed, were unable to interfere.
The pirates moored their vessel opposite the city and
sent a message of the G. P. M. C. by a captured coop-
erator that they would bombard the city if their children
were not all delivered to them. A hundred of them landed
with repeating rifles and revolvers and marched to the
cobperative factories, where they set free all who chose
to join them. In short, they departed after securing their
children, a vast quantity of tools and machinery, arms,
supplies, and ammunition. A large number of flunkies
and snobs joined them, sufficient to man one or two other
vessels.
It now appears that they have taken possession of the
Island of Sicily and made it a base of concentration for a
grand political reaction. They have proclaimed as far as
possible that their island is a refuge for landlords, monopo-
lists, and capitalists, and the roads of Europe are crowded
with vagabonds seeking to reach this nest of pirates. The
pirate state is growing. It is a republic like one of our
ancient states. It has an army of 5000 men who boast that
with the arms which they possess they can march from one
end of Europe to another. They control the Mediterranean
and all its coasts. They have served notice on the com-
munal commonwealths of the Continent that they will
avenge any coercion exercised against any persons who
seek to join them, and six months ago they sent a force
of 6000 men to Lyons to set free a band of aristocrats who
were imprisoned there and were threatened with the
guillotine.